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The style of speech illustrated is that typical ofthe educated younger generation in Hong
Kong. The recording is that of a22-year-old, male university student who has lived all his
Iife in Hong Kong.

Consonants

Bilabial Labio-
dental

Dental Alveolar Post-
alveolar

Palatal Velar Labial-
Velar

Clotral

Plosive pph t th kkh kw kwh

Affricate ts tsh
Nasal m n 0
Fricative f S h
Approximant

J w
Lateral
Approximant I

p
p"
m
f

pal 'father'
phal 'to lie prone'
mal 'mother'

fat 'flower'

wal 'frog'

t tal
th tha'l
n phan-l

s sal
ts tsal
tsh tsha"l
j jeur
I leul

'dozen'
'he/she'
'to climb'
'sand'
'to hold'
'fork'
'worry'
'angry'

t -
K

kh

n

kal 'to add'
khal 'truck'
pharlt 'to cook'

kw k*al 'melon'
k*h k*hal 'to boast'

h hat 'shrimp'

Vowels
h(onophthongs
( l) or (2)
r  1 l  s l l

y y" syl
e e: sel
(E el hoel
a al sa-l
f, cr sc-l
r-l ul ful

I

o

U

I

e
e
U

Diphthongs

(1) or (2)
ai a:i
ui ei
i lu alu

DLI eU

ci  e i

l ]u eu

oy ey
ri cd
ui uri
ru ilu
()t-l ou

's i lk '
'book'

'to lend'
'boot'
'sand'

'comb'
'husband'

hipr
hytl
hekr
s@kJ

hakr
hck-t
futl

SIK I

setl
s€pl
sukl

'to assist'
'blood'
'to eat'
'to whittle'
'guest'
'shell'
'wide'

'colour'
'shirt'
'wet'
'uncle'
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himl 'moderate'
synl 'sour'
se{l 'sound'
s@{l 'hurt'
sam] 'three'
fc4l 'square'
funl 'cheerful'

snll 'star'
sen-l 'to inquire'
s€m-l 'heart'
suql 'loose'

srkl 'colour'
sitl 'to reveal'
slk-.I 'to eat'

sall
sEl I

saul
s€ul
nel I

teu-l
seyl
scl I
fuir
slu I

sou-l

'to waste'
'west'
'basket'
'to receive'
'rare'
'to throw'
'bad'
'gil l '
'ash'
'to bum'
'beard'

'l 'ones

I (high, level)
I (mid, level)

-t (low-mid, level)

-t (low-mid to low, falling)
,r (low-mid to high, rising)
,t  ( low-mid to rnid, r ' is ing)

sl l

sit
siJ
si-l
si,t
SU

'silk'
'to try'
'matter'
'time'
'history'
'city'
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Conventions
(a) Consonants, vowels and diphthongs
Syllable-final plosives [p, t, k] are unreleased, i.e. [p-, t', k']. Syllable-initial [t, th, n] and
final [t, n] are apico-laminal denti-alveolar; syllable-initial [s, ts, tsh] are laminal alveolar;
and syllable-initial Ul is apical denti-alveolar or apical alveolar. [n] rarely occurs in
syllable-initial position; syllable-initial [q] is often deleted. [i, y, e, G, a, c, u] occur in
open syllables as well as syllables closed by a plosive or nasal. In open syllables, [i, y, u]
are about cardinal;  [e] = [Q]; [e] = [c6]; [c] = [q];  and [a] = [a];  [ i ,  y, u, q, d, q, 4] are
lowered in syllables closed by a plosive or nasal. [i, y, e, G, a, c, u] are long in open
syllables and short (a third shorter) in syllables closed by a plosive or nasal. [r, e, e, u]
which occur only in syllables closed by a plosive or nasal are extra-short (two thirds
shorter than [i, y, e, *, a, c, u] in open syllables). All diphthongs are long; the first
elements in [ai, au, ci, ui, iu, eu] are longer than the second elements; and the first
elements in [ei, eu, ei, ey, ou] are similar to the second elements in length. [au] = [au];
[ai] = [ar]; and [eu] - [eu]. The alternative transcriptions for vowels and diphthongs
given above differ in whether these length distinctions are indicated.

(b) Tones

[],  r ,  ] ,  J, 4, ) l  (= high; mid; low-mid; low-mid to low, fal l ing; low-mid to high, r ising;
low-mid to mid, rising) are long tones; [-l] is relatively shorter. The short or extra-short
variants of [1, {, -]l occur on syllables closed by a plosive. On a compound-final syllable,

[], -ll and their variants and [-L] are often replaced by [.t].

Transcription of recorded passage

jeu..t jet-t tshi-t I pekr fuqr thu4-t thair jm4-t hei,t toul aul ken4 pinr kcl lekr
tir ll khey,l tei-.I aml am1 thei4 tou,1 jeu,l kcr jen.t ha4J k*cl I lir kc-l jen,t
tsekr tsyl kin-.l tai-t leur ll khey,l teiJ tseu-.l wal lakl I pint kcr hc.t ji,t tsr4,t
tour lit kcl jent tsheyJ tsc,1 kin-i leur let Itseu-l syn{ pinl kcr lekr til lakr
ll jyr si-t I pekr fuql tseu-i pckl me4J kem4 tsheyt ll tim,t tsit I khey/ jyt-l
tsheyl tekt seil lei-t I kc.r kct jent tseu-Ijyt-l hei-l La,t seu kinJ leul ll tseyr
heu-t I pekr ful-l mou.l sail ful I weil jeu,t fcrlr heir ll kenr tsy.J I thair je4J
tshett leil sail tsc,1 jett tsen-t I kc,t kc-l j€n4 tseul tsftl hakl tsheyJ tsc4
kin-l leut lakr ll jyr siJ I pekr fur3l weiJ jeu,,tjr4-t sy1 la1 ll

Orthographic version (non-standard, vernacular)

H -^' JLmFI^Eqfr Hff H#'lHrrm!' {EWHHHFSI€'{HAf1}E' E
,lH/\E.fI{+t& " ,{Etr&ffi-#ffi ' E{HEIt{gFUE'{H/thrA{+&W ' FfH*'fEl
qDAFgS' . fIE ' JhRffiffifrffiK. #fr ' ,fEtr4fSEfU ' qE,fH ffiff1XEH
,f+& . &&., JbEtfirfif+' r6€-fft* " fit,,tEswrfint*FF' qE{H F*
FFttJhr&{+&Wr " f$E ' ibEng6;95;6 "
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| | rr: style of speech illustrated below is that of an educated speaker of Central Catalan as
'lrrken in the area of Barcelona. The speech illustrated in the recording is that of a 26-year-
, 'hl male speaker whose speech is representative of that variety.

(  ( )nsonants

I ( cntral
r \ l )proxlmant

I | :r lcral
\ l)proxlmant

/v/ does not occur in the Central Catalan system, but is present in some dialects (e.g.
N4ajorcan Catalan, in the Camp de Tarragona).

nr trtcltln 'mum'

I Josc 'dark'

r" talln 'size'

d dalla 'scythe'

n rnnn 'he commands'

r serra 'saw' (n)
s passar 'to pass'
z pesar 'to weigh'
j ieia 'grandma'
I Jnlc 'shovel'

t) ptga
lt biga

'speck'
'beam'

casct
gasa

metxa
metge
manya
sanS
cera
e$ut

veuen
palla

'house'
' l int '
'fuse' (n)
'doctor'

'ski l l '
'biood'
'wax'

'dry'
'heln '

'they see'
'straw'

I

tJ
ds
n
!
r

J

t


